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“…higher 
education shall 
be equally 
accessible to all”



From the CSU-Pueblo Vision 2028:

Our Values:
CSU-Pueblo is dedicated to interdisciplinary 
learning and entrepreneurship that elevates our 
people and our community, creates educational 
opportunities, fosters unique collaborations, and 
supports inclusion, access, and affordability as a 
gateway to the world.

https://www.csupueblo.edu/vision2028/


The cost barrier kept

2.4 million
low and moderate-income college-qualified 
high school graduates from completing college 
in the previous decade. 

The Advisory Committee on Student Financial Assistance http://files.eric.ed.gov/fulltext/ED529499.pdf



http://www.sheeo.org

Higher Education Funding - US



http://www.sheeo.org

Higher Education Funding - Colorado



The average debt of CSU-Pueblo graduates in 
2015 was 

$28,914

Compare: average debt of all graduates (bachelors 
degrees) in Colorado that year of $25,840.

CSU-Pueblo’s overall degree completion rate in 
2015 was approximately 33%.

http://ticas.org/posd/map-state-data



Federal Reserve http://www.federalreserve.gov/releases/g19/Current/





CSU-Pueblo was a participating campus for 2018 in 
Sara Goldrick-Rab’s national #RealCollege Survey, 
which found that, out of the approximately 600 
CSU-Pueblo students polled:

● 45% were food insecure in the prior 30 days
● 53% were housing insecure in the previous year
● 17% were homeless in the previous year

https://hope4college.com/college-and-university-basic-needs-insecurity-a-national-realcollege-survey-report/


What can we do?

Tuition and Fees

Room and Board

Books and Supplies

Personal Expenses

Transportation
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Bureau of Labor Statistics http://www.bls.gov/cpi/





Students are told to 
budget between 
$1240 - $1440 for 
books and supplies 
each year.

What they are 
actually spending is 
more like $415 per 
year.

Why the difference?

https://www.csupueblo.edu/student-financial-services/cost-of-attendance.html http://www.nacs.org/advocacynewsmedia/pressreleases/tabid/1579/ArticleID/867/Student
-Spending-on-Course-Materials-Declines.aspx  

CSU-Pueblo’s Student Financial 
Services Office Recommends 
$1,800/year for books&supplies

https://www.csupueblo.edu/student-financial-services/cost-of-attendance.html
http://www.nacs.org/advocacynewsmedia/pressreleases/tabid/1579/ArticleID/867/Student-Spending-on-Course-Materials-Declines.aspx
http://www.nacs.org/advocacynewsmedia/pressreleases/tabid/1579/ArticleID/867/Student-Spending-on-Course-Materials-Declines.aspx


Coping with the Cost

• Purchase an older edition of the textbook
• Delay purchasing the textbook
• Never purchase the textbook
• Share the textbook with other students

• Download textbooks from the internet



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-4IswNs0WWE

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-4IswNs0WWE


In your academic career, has the cost of 
required textbooks caused you to:

64.2% Not purchase the required textbook

42.8% Take fewer courses

40.5% Not register for a specific course

35.6% Earn a poor grade

22.9% Drop a course

18.1% Withdraw from a course

17.2% Fail a course
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With Creative Commons licenses, 
you are free to…

Copy Mix

Share Keep

Edit Use
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Introductory, algebra-based, two-semester 
college physics

1272 pages

Available in
PDF
ePub
Print
Web

Bookshare (accessible)

Instructor solution manual

Powerpoint slides



open.umn.edu





University of Georgia

Pell eligible 
students

+12.3%

Non-Pell eligible 
students

+7.4%

All Students +8.6%

-2.05%

-4.43%

-2.68%

Δ Grade Δ DFW

The Impact of Open Educational Resources on Various Student Success Metrics

Change from non-OER to OER

http://www.isetl.org/ijtlhe/pdf/IJTLHE3386.pdf


“…higher 
education shall 
be equally 
accessible to all”



How else can open textbooks 
improve student success?



1. Content Customization

2. Localization

3. OER Enabled Pedagogy



Content Customization



Localization



Localization



OER Enabled Pedagogy

https://pm4id.org/



OER Enabled Pedagogy

https://openamlit.pressbooks.com/



What can we do?



What can we do?
• Take a look!
• Write a review!
• Adopt if a book meets the needs of you 
and your students

• Raise awareness - talk with colleagues in 
your program and department



Writing a Review

Is there is a textbook in the Open Textbook Library 
that fits your class and/or expertise?
Incentive will be paid for:
1. attending this workshop, and
2. reviewing a textbook in the Open Textbook 

Library



Writing a Review
1. You will receive an email with a link to the 

online review form.
2. Complete a concise review by December 1, 

2019.
3. The review [not anonymous!] will be posted 

on the Open Textbook Library under an open 
license.

4. Incentive will be paid.



Open Textbook Library: open.umn.edu

This work, licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International License (CC BY 4.0), is an adaptation 
by Jonathan Poritz of CO - Faculty Workshop Master  by David Ernst, which is also licensed CC BY 4.0.

PueblOER Committee
● Rhonda Gonzales, rhonda.gonzales@csupueblo.edu
● Denise Henry, denise.henry@csupueblo.edu
● Margie Massey, margie.massey@csupueblo.edu
● Lona Oerther 👽, lona.oerther@csupueblo.edu
● Adam Pocius, adam.pocius@csupueblo.edu
● Jonathan Poritz 👽, jonathan.poritz@csuepueblo.edu, https://poritz.net/j, @poritzj
● Leticia Steffen, leticia.steffen@csupueblo.edu

With friends
● Isabel Soto-Luna 👽, isabel.sotoluna@csupueblo.edu
● Alexis Wolstein 👽, alexis.wolstein@csupueblo.edu

[👽 means CDHE Open Ambassador, trained to give OTN-style workshops.]

These slides: http://poritz.net/j/share/OTNwsOct19
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